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For Whose Benefit?
The resolutlons adopted yesterday by

the Merchants Assoclation concerning | detail to the opposing decision handed
Hdown

the ship purchase blll present squarely
and state clearly the three great dan.
ger® inherent in thut measure:

L The danger of such legislation as
# precedent In paternalism;

2. The danger to the future of an
American which
must in any case depend ultimately on
private enterprise and
and  could operiate
cither as the partner or as the compet-

mercantile marine

not

itor of the Government ;

8. The danger of grave complications
with the M
probahly

dllgerent Powers, leading
If not cer
one or all of them

It is to the
that public

erally directed

taulnly to a ¢lash with
last of these three perils

attention I1Is now most gen
The extent of Lthe con
sequences involved I8 becoming apparent
o the people as the Administration per
~istm of Its

hip purchase bill,

in demanding the passage

There is something else not quile so

ppuarent.

ln'nnr-'

prima facie illegal orgzanization -“as
not In itself conclusive proof of illegal-
Ity, and that a “rule of reason” as to
the matler must prevall, that is to say,
one basal upon & common sense and
comprahenslve snmmary of the entire
history end acts of the corporation.

It was generally supposed that this
settied the raatter so far as the courty
were concerund, but evenis have shown
that it did net. Last year the Cireuit
Court of the Unlted States for the
Eighth distriet handed down a decigion
in the cage of the International Hur-
vester Company in which it held, one
of tiie three Judges of the court dis-
senting, that the Government view of
the lnw was the only proper one, and ail
thnt was necessury to make a corpora-
tion offensive to.the anti-trust law was
to have It constituted by merger of
two previously competing trade organi-
zations; and yet since January 1 the
Cirenit Court in what I8 commonly
known as the New Jerseyv distrist hns,
in the case of the Keystone Watch Com-
pany, unanimously held to an exactly
different view, The Keystone Watch
Company had acquired by legitimate
purchase a controlling interest in the
wateh ense making trade In our
couniry. But the conrt held that this
was in no sense illegal, and that no
matter how large a company might be.
come by growth, after the manner of
the Keystone Wateh Company, It was
not an illegal combination as long a%
its trade eonduet was fair, One of
the business practices of the Keystone
Wiateh Company wns indeed objected to;
bt the court, In holding that this must
also deelared that the mers fact
of an legul practice In one particalar
nnt such Justify the disso-
Intion of the company or combination,
The court in decision referred in

stop,

was ns to

s

in the Harvester case by the
other Cirenit Court, and announced [ts
disagreement with that decision,

8o it seems as if the Supreme Court
must travel over again the ground al-
ready traversed in the Standarnd OIl
and American Tobacco cases and once

successfully | Wao have no doubt whatever as to whit

Why is the Administeation willing |
o purcliase g gquarrel,” as Senator
Root puts I, “with every ship™?

What ts beliind this sinister proposal?
For whose henetic or profit is the na-

on asked fo luear the risk of wi

Il nat et lan of nath 1l

sl national courage, but of natlonal
oliitien seise, s there not war enongh

o the world (o-day?

Another Important Ruling Under the |
Anti-Trust Law.

We have time and again etpliasized

in these columups the fact that the point

in the anti-trust law upon which all
interest converges is whether it is the
organization or the conduet of a cor-

Ldlscouragmd that thrift

to every applicant for an allowance of
"the taxpayers’ money who could maus- |
| ter the courage to say that It was such

poration that makes It affensive to the
‘aw, The corporailon way be llegal
for both of these reasons, 1t may have |

iwen 80 pul 1o
It was the det

sher as to Indicate that
te purpose of s fouu
ders to make a distinet : and |
wlso the history of corporation
sinee It was brougzht Into being may at-
test heyond possinility of dispuie that
the practices amwd general bhusiness con-
duet of s managers were those of un-
fairnsss, oppression gl tyranmy, Hol
cases of this very few,
old fashioned oppressive corporate mo-
nopolles have disappeared.  No great
husiness iu the country Is now ran by
hoycotts, price
for the mere purpose of rulning a com-
petitor and other devices of that
I'nese helong exclusively

sore are

blackisting,

LU

of tusiness In days long since past.
To-aay the all hmportunt question re-
ganbiag “he operation of the anti-trust
law is:

“Given the of w corporation

i se

I

The |

cuttings |

Flnl'ujw'ti that
|
1o the hi-hll'_\"

I slon and exhaustion of his fellow
| zens, Pres

{him In the crowded market

which it is admitnted from the start!
represents o merger of two originally
separale companies that were (o A

grenteg or Jir=s exient

1ot 1t also be coneeded that sinee the

merger the operation of the combination
has not ouly been inoffensive to the
antl-trast law bt bis been deimons
strated to be beneticinl to the partiea
lar Indastey coneerned and to the gen-
eral business of the country as we
18 the mere fact that the organization
of the combinatlon involved the mer
ger of two previonsly competing com-
pandes alove sutlivient to bring it un
der the ban of the anti-trast lnw ¥
Now, we helleve we are correct in
gtating tha has been the uniform
™ fonn of the Government of the
nitedd States, represented by Qs

I emoeratie
sutiization of the |

als, hoth

Republlean

ey iener

that an org

Kind descrvibed s sufficient for a prose 1.~un steeped landseapes, slnee the amor-

hy the Goy-
hiisingess in-

on the other

et of
ernment

terests of the conntry
Land, contended that
the organization of a corporation might
b offensive in the manner deseribed, in
that 1t Aid undonbtedly  represent a
merger of (70 companies that had been
to o greater or less extent compet]-

thee corporation
T'he
have,

ol

anthorities,

colnwelitors,

| viist

A dent Ganrza now mankes his capital after
and | 4 hasty exit from the eity of Mexieo,

while technieally |

Cporation cases, which are still awalting
management, |

L of

]
he
mingle with them at present

more settle the law, this time in the
all Important Harvester and Steel Cor-

the action of our judicial tribunals,

of Court

the decision
will be.

the Supreme

Some Things Mr. Wilson Does Not

Consider,
Even the members of President Wir-
SON'8 executive family have at lasi

heen compellsd to recognize the neces-
of retrenchmwent In national ex-
penditure. The axpayers felt the bhar-
extraviagance years ago. Rep-
resetfative  Frizoerarn, chairman  of

sity

THE SUN,

in the new era of reconstruction. Thera
is no stability about them; they are
the most ephemeral of creations. The
peaple have become accustomed to thelr
entrances and exits, and recelve the
newcomers with apathy., To Ganrza
and the Zapatista guerrilias, who have
dm-nmprd to thelr old stronghold In
Morelos, succeed General ALVARADO
Onrrcon, one of the ablest of the Car-
ranza leaders, and his fairly well dis-
eiplined troops, The change promises
security and good order for the pres
ent, but General OrrecoN will not be
able to maintain himself unless he can
retain his communications with Vera
Cruz and obtain reenforcements,

The Impression that General ViLvLa
is loxing ground In his campalgn
ngainst the Carranza following because
he bas not occupled the eapltal, or
supported the convention Government
headed by Ganza, hardly seems to bhe
warranted, General ViLia Is sald to be
planning a methodical campaign to
which the possession of the capital Is
not now essentlal, With his usual en-
ergy he 1s organiziug and equipping
columns to clear the country from
Agunscalientes to the east const, selze
strategic points and turn the Carran-
zlstas out of Tampleo, He seems to be
well supplied with funds and to be
confident of success A recenl ac-
quisition I8 “n fleet of neroplanes,” (o
locate the enemy’'s positions and at-
taek  them advantugeously, he s=ays
Vitea Is the most progressive of the
Constitutionalist communders,  His de-
liberate preparations may well eause
apprebension among the Carennzistas,
There seems to be no doubt that large
shipments of arms and ammunition
are going over the bhorder, When Vivia
I8 ready to strike, a skilfully planned
and vigorous cnmpaign will develop,
If success |8 to be assured, Tampleo,
Puebla and Vera Cruz must be taken,
The capital would then fall into his
hands.

To have some ldea of how things are
golng In Mexieo it is Important to keep
nn eye upon the movements of Vivra,
who enloys the prestige of being the
convention's commander in chlef,

“Society Children."”

Tue SvN wishes it could defend th»
newspapers of New York, and of the
nation generally, agalnst the indlet-
ment drawn against vs by “A  Self-
Respecting Woman,” whose letter we
print elsewhere. We cannot. We agree
heartily with the seif-respecting wouwn-
an. We are even unable to plead not
guilty for ourselves, Our columns have
sinned at times and in places,

It Is a fact that the newspapers do
misuse abominably the words “soclety,”
“wealthy." “prominent” and others of

he House Appropriations Committes,
has warned his colleagues of the dan- |
inte which they were running m'
many times that he muast be perma-
nently hoarse. Every man in the land |
who tukes an intelligent interest in lhl-'
aflairs of the Goverment has fnrrmn1
disaster if the waste wus not checked ; |
that is, every monn except one,

Thut sole and lonely exception is the |
President,  Of all the citizens of the |
natlon opinion on the -ml-_lw".l
is worth bnving wione has watched
with entire complacency the rise of
expenses aimd the exhaustion of the
Treasury. He it was who when the op-
portunity oifered for him formally and
effectively to urge economy on the law-
{makers spoke sneeringly of an amount
In his own words, “running, |
Into the mililons,” as “rela-
small.”  Thus he dellberately
which alone ¢éan
and gave heart

ger

whose

'
e

ul moley,
T muy
tively

he,

redhiee approprintions

n littie ohe,

Moreover, the President, in the face
of a deticlt, undeterred by the imposi-
tlon of a war tax in time of peace, heed-
less of the lmpoverishment of cltizens
that must seriously afMect the originall
unsatisfactory prodoct of the income
tax, firm!y exerclses the power of his
office to compel the embarkation of the
nation in a commercial enterprise of

the most portentous International slg-
nificance, acknowledging in advance
that it may easily prove unprofitahie.

andd chieerfully aequiesces in the passage
of a river and harbor bill that, ke its
predecessors, 18 filled with Indefensible
can only further strain
the resources of the country.

It is true that while countenancing
and encouraging such oppressive meus-
while contributing to the depres
eitl-
fdent Wirsox loves his fellow
man and enjoys rubbing elbows with

Al
wiih

nres,

place,
this intimate interconrse
of his affection s denied
ocenpant of the White House, a

jresent
the
the
fact

ohjects

. !when they

correlated signifiention,  These terms
have come to mean nothing, save only
denote carelessness or m-
ply tuft hunting. They are in the same
eategory with “young, beautiful and
expensively (or daintily) apparelled”
when that fumiliar formula is applied
to the female victim of a tragedy. We
strongly suspect that not infrequently
they appear Iln print as the product of
subiconsclous cerehration.

Heranfter we hone they will disan.
pear from at least one newspaper s
the direct result of a definlte process of
consclous cerebration,

It seeks to
gates,

The matter |8 too fundamental—From
the President’'s veto messape

No literary test for President’s mes-
mages!

all but closs entirely the

Nothing could exceed Mr, WiLsON'S
respect for a political platform when its
declarations coincide with his own pa-
triotic desires,

“Old Reliable,” a hen owned by Miss
Ersie DoeriNg of Caldwell, N. J., has
laid 3,000 eggs In about thirteen years

since reaching the age of capacity,
Calculating that the average cosl a
dozen of “Old Reliable’'s” product has
been 40 cents, tha vield of her owner,
excluding cost of feed and care, has
been 31,200, FEvery vyear the egey
have brought $52.31, which s & per

cent., Interest on §1,846.20. Since hens
do not produce eggs forever as princi-
pal produces interest, “Old Reliable”
has never been worth §1546.20 as she
stond or was laying, but her value has
been suth as to provoke the caleula-
tion that 500 hens of equal industry
and stamina would support a very large
family in luxury, for thelr grogs con-
tributions in cash would be $46,156 a
yvear, which moves one to speculate
why the insurance of hens would not
be a profituble husiness entarprise,

The gain of s0o many feet a day by
the Allies in Flanders, when they make
any gain at all, perhaps explains
Krrcngnen's solicitude to enlist the pro-
fesslonal foothall players,

Governor Wintman could
My,

tell why
Jenome was kicked out of the Thaw

which may 11l him with regrel,

Yet from the elrenmstunces of his (8o. I"““'-

a ecertain degres |

the |
|

lntion he may derive
comfort, for those who enjoy
privilege he longs for are well aware
thit his sentiments toward his fellows
not notably reciprocated hy  the
majorlty of henighted  he-
a regrettuble condition of which
become aware were he to

nre
thiose
Ings,
might

| The Latest Developments in Mexico.

Cuernavaca, where PProvisional 'resi-

has clinged a good deal, but pot o Its

and Mr, Jerome could tell why;
and If Tnaw eventually goes free somo-
may tell

The highly commended steam roller
operated by the Republicans In Albany
appears to have too many chief engi-
neers at present,

by

“Mother” Jones has decided
voung Mr, RockKEPELLER is not a bur-
glar, and Mr, RoCKEFELLER i golng to
look at labor conditions through her
spectacles for a while;, and In conse-
quencea the world will hereafter revolve
much more smoothly than it has in the
pasnt.

that

The saloon proprietor who was black-
jacked while entering a dairy luncheon
establishment will be careful hereafter
| of the sort of places he visits,

fous Tergy wrote of it that “a more
peaceful spot could searcely be found
[on this side of Hesperides™; bat for a |

refined Hterary man HKe the historian
Lof the first battle of Juarez it is more
L congenial, and of course safer, than the

capital upon which the ragged legions

ol OBREGON are arching. The preced.
! ing Provisional President, Evianio Ge-

tors, yet ‘he porpose and ntent of the qierrez, now a fugitive, conld find no

new organization aml conelusive proof ! sanetuary

as to lts legality or ilegnlity could

only he ascerialned by

of the new combination,

an examination
of the conduct pnd hasiness praciices | fuvorite wenpon Is the pen.

in Cuernavaca because i
wus o Zapatista stronghold,  Fate s
kinder to the bearded GARzA,
If he is in
'lu- preserved 1o write heroies about his

wlinse |

In admonishing Mr, Eomonp Gossg
to write his letters short and clearly -
one of them was undelivered for sev-
eral weeks—the British censor has
| doubtless mades an implacable enemy
{of an Industrious literary man who has
‘n very good opinion of his style,

b According to a Vera Cruz despatch,

American aviators in the service of |
Governor CARRANZA  “will  pursue the |
| Zapatistas from the rallways in an effort
| to dislodge them from tos mountains

In the famous Standard QI aml | master Vieea, the rose gardens of Cuer. '-lr“' b b "Ill n:m i e Shred |
ol (s Toha qses the S wrenss | navaea, although ~l1|‘, neglected now, his is obviously the invention of e
American Tobaceo I g romantic press agent, No thoughtful

Court grappled with this question in Lare the environment for him.

what was thought st the time (o be 1 |
It held that a mere|a plice of call for nutlonal Goveruments

decisive wuy.

Tha ity of Mexico has hecome only

aviator wonld take the chance of fall-
ing Into the hands of these patriots,
Shorter shrift could no man have,

| B

¥

THAT AIAZING DECISION.

Another lo‘lluﬂu of the Treasary's
Attitnde Revealed.

To The EpiTor or Tue Sun—8é: The
Iotter to A gentleman of this city from
L. F. Speer, Deputy Commissioner of
Internal Hevenue, under dats of August
24, 1914, contains this declaration:

Upon & further conelderation of the quea-
tien of losses the clause In paragraph B
of the Act of October 3, 1913, reading
“losses actually sustalned during the vear,
incwrred In trade * ¢ ¢ i Interproted
to mean that losses actually sustainsd dur-
Ing the year as a result of any lawful
transaction or Investment mades for the
purposs of galn or profit, which galn or
profit would be Income subjest to the In
come tax, are held to ba “losses Incurred
In trade,” and ths amount thersof may be
claimed as an allowabla dedurtion, even
though the sald losses aross from Invest.
ments or transactions not connected with
the regu ar trads, calling, profession or em
ployment of the person rendering tha re-
turn. To be an allowable deduction, how.
ever, the loss must bs actually sustalnesd
and determined during the tax year for
which the deductlon is sought to be mads
and must be the result of An actual, a
compisted, & clised transaction

But T. D, 2,000, issued under date of
December 14, 1314, entitied “Synopsia of
rulings on ques‘lons relating to Income
tax irmposed by Section 2 of the Act of
October 3, 1013 signed by W. I Os.
born, Commissio ger of Internal Reve-
nue, and approved by W, i, McAdoo,
Secretary of the Treasury, contains this
pPassaAge

The tarme “In trade” as urad in the law

and In T, D, 2,005 s held to mean the trade
or trades Ju which the person making the
return I8 engaged, that ks, In which he has
Invesied money otherwise than for the pur-
poss of heing employed In lsolated transac-

tlonse and to which he devptes a1 least &
part of his time and attention

A person Ay enguge In more than one
trade and may deduct josses Incuricd In A
of them, provided that in each trade the
Above raguirements are met

As 1o Josses on stocks, grain, eotton &
If thesa are Incurred hy a person engaged
In trade to which the buying or selling of
stocks, &« are incident as a part of the
business, as by A& member of a stock, grain
or otton exchange, such josses may he
deducted

A person can be engaged In maore than
one business, but It must be clearly shown
In such cares that he is actually & dealer,
or trader, or manufacturer. or whatever
the occupation may be, and is actually en
gaged In ona or mors lines of scognined

busineasss, hefore losses can be claimed with
to elther or thau on . line of
busineaa, ana his status as such Acaler must
be clearly esfablished (T, I 20050
Deputy
his  correspondent
sustained

respect more

Commissioner
that
during the vear as
any lawful transaction or investment
made for the purpose of gain or profit
* & ¢ gare held to be ‘losses Incurred
n trade, " but his superiors rule that
only lorses sustalned by actual traders,
not persons indulging in “isolated trans-
act Tids leducted

Thus the physiclan who on July 1 in-
vests §1.000 In stocks, and on Seplember
1 sells them for 10, Is gullty of an
“imalated transaction,” and can claim no
deduction for his tmt his broker,
under similar circumstances, may

This !s the latest Treasury ruling, and
its incldence will be particuarly felt this
vear, when the great losses suffered in
1914 are taken into account
AN
28,

Specr Informed
losses  uctually
a result of

MK,

INVESTOR.

New Yorxk, January

An Income Tax on Income Not
celved,

To T™ME EviTor oF THE SUN—S8ir it
I am not mistaken, a ruling was muads
last yeur permitting an owner of stocks
and bonds to buse his profs  and
logses on  an  ir ary, or “account
of stock,” provide he had been In
the habit of so dJoing heretofore. For
this reason I econsider an honest inven-
tory should be accepted by the Depart-
ment 1 may add that with stock ex-
change securities It would be very simple
and inexpensive to make “complete and
closed transactions” by selling and im-
mediately repurchasing at about the same
prices the securities which the owner
wighes to vulue for his own satisfaction
at the close of the year, and perhaps In-
cur the unwarranted and sland us As-
perslon recently cast on clitizens by M
McAdoo,

Allow me also to call your attention to
another “amazing tuling.,'” namely, that
divideuds 2hall be returned as of the date
of thelr Jolaration, not af their pay-
ment. For example, Unlon Pacific Rall.
road dividend on commuon stuck payable
January, 1915, must be Included in 1914
return as it was declared in the latter
part of 1014

How ahsurd to pay
income not recelved til
stockholders know the
tlon, especially
panies which
Moreover,
with the
cases of

Re-

A tax for 1614
11916 How m
date of de lara-
in the capes of small com-
do mnot advertise them?
such a return would not agree
taxpayer's personal hooks In
dividends declared a month or
even a year Iln advance of payment (us
Delawarea and Hudson Company and
Bethlehem Steel Corporation) the fallure
of the company meanwhile and its in-
abillty to pay dividends declared would
not release tha stockholder from puying
4 tax on this Income (7).

It would seem that this rullng s even
mure absurd than the one so clearly and
Justly eritlicised by you, being utterly
unnacessary, and adding one more diM-
culty to rendering an honest and acou-
rata return, B

PoRTLAND, Me, Jauuar'- 26.

The Practice lmlor Other Laws,

on

To Tue Eviton oF THE SUN-—8ir:  Te-
ferriug to correspondence published by
yvou on January 26 .n connection with
the Income tax regulations covering
“losses incurred in trade” It appears that
on August 24, 1024, the ‘Treasury De-
partment ruled that losses actually sus-

tained during the year as a result of any
lawful transaction or Investment made
for the purpoae of gain or profit, which
gain or profit would be Incoms subjoct
to the income tax, constitute allowable
deductions,

Under date of December 14, 1014, the
Treasury Department issued a synopsis
of ita former rulings at the head of which
appears the statement that all rulings or
parts of rullngs made before that date
which are in conflict therewith ure re-
voked

From this it seems that the Troasury
Department has revoked the ruling of
August 24, modifying the former ruling
(T. 1n 2,005) with the result that losses
Incurred n trade, unless they are losses
insident 1o i business, are not now treuted
ns allowable deductions

1t is my understanding that under
former Income tax lawe (IN67 and 18T0)
the Treasury Department ruled that logses
“ineurred In trade” included losses such
as those which are referred to in tha De-
partinent's letter of August 24, 1014, and
that under the 1884 law the Department'a
rulings indicate that such a econstruction
would have besn adopted had the law
heen declared constitutional,

Is It not reasonable to suppose that it
wan tha intention of the Congress which
passed the present law to incorporate the
provision covering losses  “incurred in
trada’ with the msame meaning as that
which had been given to the similar pro-
vigions of the former laws, and that had
the intention been otherwise a phraseology

different from that of the former laws
would have been used? C.W. M
NEw Yonk, January 28,
A Personal Application.
To Tur Yopiror or THe Bun-—8ir: 1
read with o great deal of interest yvour

article conecerning the alsurd ruling made
by the Depurtment as to losses Incurred
in epeculations,

On the printed blank furnished by the
Department every person is required to
report all his profits from bonds, stocks
and from all other sources, and yet this
astounding ruling vefuses to permit losses
from the sama sources to he dedqucted. Tt

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 1915.

(R

seams th me Impossible that the courts
will musntain this position

What authority has the Government to
may that a man shall not engage in any
other legal pursult than some particular
one? Thera are thousands of professional
men all over the country who habitually
engage In speculation in stocks, bonds,
cotton, grain, &c, and they engage in
this becauss It givea them & chance of
adding to thelr Incomes without having
personally to give their time to the busi-
ness.

For many years 1 have done this. Of
course some yenrs 1 have lost, while in
other yearas I havae made snormously more
than my entire professional incoms. VFor
the last two years | have unfertunately
lost. 1f 1 am not to ke aliowed to deduct
my losses for last yvear and should be
compelled to report any mains T might
make this year, the law will be rendered
one sided and unequal.

It seems to ma that this deajsion should
be at once resisted and that the Attor-
nev-General should be called upon for
an opinion, PROFESEIONAL.

JacksonviLLe, Fla, January 26.

SNOBBERY.

Serlous Complalnt  Agalnst Certain
Canned Phrases In the Newspapers.

To T™E Entrorn or Tue BuN—Rir: |
have endured without complaint the silly
and meaningless use by our newspapers
of the word “soclety” as an adjective to
describe women who so far Indulge thel
hospitable Instinct as to entertaln their
frienda at dinner, the theatre or In the
ballroom. I have writhed In sllence when
with this senseless term the sordid word
“weaalthy” was coupled. Kven when un-
assuming and virtuous ladies of my a
quaintance have suffered the Indignity of
being publicly placarded as ‘“‘prominent
and wealthy society women™ I have re-
strained my rage.

But to=dny, when the Innocent children
of respectable parents are lubellsd “so
clety chlldren.,” T must protest against
this prac of the press, grotesgue 1 1=
ilocy, abominable in its snobbishness and
offensive tyg every precept and practice of
good taste and good menners

1f there ex.#ted in this country an ofli-
cinl caste, to which entrance was ob-
tatned by birth, public office, governmen-
tal recogmition or formal acknowledgment
by some constituted authority, the word
“soclety"” with a capital “8" would have
a clear mignificance, Hut no such caste
existe.  Instead, we amsoclate with those
who please us and who reciprocate that
nierest. My own axperience has taught
me that there are here numerous groups
of persons who take thelr soclal pleasures
together, judging their associates by the
congeniality of their dispositions, and en-
Joying one another without thought of
“wealth” or “prominence” or “soclety.
Yet the newspaper reader would be jus-
tifled in believing that a sharp line sep-
arated “soclety” from the bulk of the
population, and that within this line there
axisted grades distinguished by “wenith’
and “prominence,” all subordinate to some
mosat prominent most wealth) most sO-
lety authorlit)

How utterly false this
ment'=s thought will discloss, How lightly
th” and “prominence”  offset  the
o of companions by those who hear
conferred title “society leaders’

iIs even a mo-

jerience of every person who has
...I. vw slightest #fMort to satisfy him
welf on t) s point will show 8o why not

drop the silly custom
vhita paper and black
nglesa words?

of wasting good
nk on thess mean-

Particularly, the children: why should
they not ha protected amainst this de-
grnding form of tuft hunting, 'n the hope

that another generation shall not see the
ereation hera of a gnobocracy hullded on
the stupid fawning of the presant?
A RBpLr-REspreTiNg WosaN
NeEw Yonrx, January 28,

THE FIVE DOLLAR MAN.

Even Menry Ford Can’t Take Away
Gold's Exchange Value.

To Tur Epitor of THr BuN—Sir: 1If
the man who made walking a pleasure
wera able to pay §5 a day to every man,
woman and child {n these United Btutes
without becom.ng insolvent., his doing so
would not affect the average purchasing
power of §0 at all, for that is based on
the market for gold metal

The purchasing power would simply
be transferred from Mr, Ford to his em-

ployvee. Which would use It mora wisely ?
If In addition to paying $6 a day he
=0 drected the labor of each man, woman

ind ehild as to make it worth $5 a day,
wnd T understand this 1s a coordinate pnrt
of his plan, then the wealth of the na-
tion would be greatly Increased.
SEALEM, Mass., J.munr’) 27, F.AT

Further Ohservatlons on the Effect of
a General Minilmom Wage,

To Tne Epitorn o THE
1. Hemsby
have

BUN—Sir Mr.
Johngon of Daltimore seems 1o
hit the nail on the heaud in his let-
ter in Tue Svx of to-day entitled ““What
Would Five Dollurs He Worth?"

There is not much use of industrial
concerns increasing wages 10 per cent. if
the cost of living Is going to Increase 0
per cent.

It would look like pouring 10 per cent.
into the bunghole of a barrel and letting
50 per cent. run out of tha spigot.

CHARLES WATSON,

New York, .Tnmmry 28,

The (‘hnneollnr and ﬂle Pig.

To THE Epitor o THE SUN—8ir;
cellor

Chan-
von Bethmann-Hollweg's wrgument
with respect to Halgium reminds me of
that of the voung lawyver defending his
first client, who was charged with steal-
Ing his neighbor's pig.

In his opening for the defence the law-
ver announced that he would show (1)
that his client had bought the pig, (2)
that the complainant had given his client
the pig, (3) that the complainant's pig
hail wandered into his client's yvard and
could not permanently be dislodged, and
(4) that the complalnant never had a pig
at all. On any and all these grounds he
confidently demanded his client's acquit-
ta! ANDREW ProUT,

New Yuu.'. January 27,

The 1“0 Sidu of I.lw Hyphen.

To Tug Foitor oF THE SUN~—-Sir: All
Privise 1«- Tneg SvN for the mlmlmh!p edis
torial “Amerika Usber Alles” There
cannot be ton musch mlhll-lt_\ given to
such broad minded patriotic sentiments
It makes malutary reading for our muany
valued hyphenated citizens of every
tionality who have auccepted
tion of tha American flag and must
impressed with the fact that lberty
not glve them license to ignore on w !
side of the hyphen thelr duty and thelr
loyaity He | o

uLeN Ripag, N. J., January 28,

Tha=

e

does

the Newspaper Hoom at
Library,
With travel stained fest
Stands the lonesome youth
One hour long
In the library booth,
Bending, homeslck,
All the whille
Over a blesadd
Newspaper file
Homely old paper
Looks to me;
Ranal and trite,
It seemin 1o be,
Hut wateh his eyes sean |t
I'p and down,
Biesshd n!d paper
¥Fram the blesséd home town,

in the Publle

Typa i= shabhby,
And ink Is poor,
Haa a colored supplement
For a lure;
Glves sndvice to giris
And hints on dress
Stoera new married couples
To happiness;
Yot In the trite sheet
A vista lles
Of the Somawhere Else
To those homesick eyes
Of thae Bamawhers FElse
With s memories sweet
To tha lonesome youth
With the trave! stained feet.

H B Hasxivg,

the protec-

THE SHIP PURCHASE BILL.

The Government, Bargaln Huonter
Second Hand Contraband \'e.m-ln.

To T Emrtor or Tue Sun-— Sir:
Aside from international law, which
may or may Dot prevent the general
uss in trade of vesscls purchased by
a neutral country from a belligerent:

In the present stress will the United
Btates appear at its best in the pro-
fn.w roie of bargain hunter of second
hand merchant vessels?

Will ¢he moral obligation implied in
gotting something for eomparatively
nothing help our neutrality cause? Loes
not the need of maintaining that cause

that we would not take the advantage
arising from the internment of vessels
of a belligerent nation?

Are those principles American which
accept indirectly through opertions of
an Imperial Government private pron-

erty and convert |t through our Gov-
ernment ownership into a possible, if
not likely, Government monopoly ?

Wil the contentions which must
arigse from the sailing of United States
Government owned vessels In  trade
with foreign lands, more closely allied
with the Old World ot war than with
the New World, help the general situa-
tion?

Will suspicions, Just or unjust, which
will inevitably attend the purchase and
uge of Interned vesseis by the United

States tend to place Uncle 8am in the
coveted position of a peacemaker when
opportunity offers?

Will the precedent involved,
liehed und maintained by
States,
terest
within
changes,

if estab-
the United
be always working In our In-
among mnations which Thave
past vears undergone vital
nations which may ohange
again in their relations not only to
@ch other but to our own country?
Without the barnacles of controversy
attached Government  owned
muarine down, will not the
United States be in a stronger position

{£1] A

tvo welh

to maintain effectually with all the
world those principles of government
and seif-control which under Providence
have made it great?

Did  thea international law for the
interning of shlps contemplate the pur-

chase of those shipas by the neutral na-
tion in which they were interned?

These questions are respectfully sub-
mitted to Congressional representatives
dat Washington, QUEETIONER,

SCHENECTADY, January 28,

KING ALBERT'S COURSE.
The Future Alone Can Justify or Con-
demn His Conduet,

To T™he nrTor o THE Nir In
oconsidering  whether King Albert was
fully justitied in involving his country in
W war which, as he ought to have knhown,
would mean sure ruln for his subjects, we
should not underestimate the value of
upholding the honor of a nation, nor
should we go =0 far as to let women and
vhildren suifer, the men be killed in bat-
tle, and &ll the fruit of years of hard
labor be destroyed, just for the sake of
niatonal honor, which might after all have
been better pre u-l\r--l iIr Belgium had con-

santed o Germany's demand
Helgium

NUN

to=duy i a devastated coun-
try with a very gloomy outlook Of
course, only future vears will show the
very veasons that were behind all those
far reaching actlons, but something
extraordinary will have ta be shown to
Justify King Albert's decision to heap
untold misery upon Belgium.

H. Devee.

NEw York, January 28,

Frank Harris and His Lectures.

To THE Epttor or THE SUN—Sir: 1
fear that the forthcoming series of arti-
cles from the pen of Mr., Frank Harris
which ware advertised for future (ssues
of THE SUN will not add to Its reputation
for belng *“so,’ If they are as vindictive
In tone and misleading In matter as his
lecture on Sunday night would lead us
to exjpect

Tt may be, as Mr. Harris says, that
Americans do not sympathize with Ger-
nmiany because they do not speak German.
I would have more faith in his reason-
ing If he did not try in the next breath
to prove that the Fnglish are narrow and
antiyuated in their ideas because they
Hve on an island. The answer to that
i= that mostly the whole civilized world
symputhizes with the Allles (of which
the Kngiush are a part), and yet few of
them live on that island.

Besider, it would seem that the cause
of irritation to Germany during the past
#iX months hus not been that the English
live on an island, but that they won't
stay on it! Why Mr. Harrls should also
be so peevish does not appsar.

Furthermore, 1t does not need a knowl-
edge of the German language to know
that Mr, Harrig’'s comparizon of the fran-
chise of KEngland with that of Germany
is very misleading. The Prussian fran-
chise 1a notorfously diseriminating against

Mr.

the poor man, the voters being divided
Iinto three classes cording to a prop-
erty  qualification, the combined votes
of the few In the two upper classes al-

wayvs being sufMcient,
outnumber the oane
| far more numerous

Neither does any Ameriean
speak CGerman to know that
atiate” apotheosized by Mr,
Germany, a paternalism
to real lovers
corruption and
date can with
charged against
tional monarchies

Mr. Harrls is something mors than rl-

under their law, 1o
man one vote of the
poor class,

nesd to
“the perfect
Harris is, in
more abnoxlous
of freedom than all the
ineMclency which up to
more or less truth be
republics and constitu-

papers and can't And one that I regard
ag neutral ; can't you recommend one that
i falr and square and glves one tha news
as It happens™

The Major looked ma direct in the eve
and with the alr of a benign father re-
plled :

“The Staata-Zeitung'

RoenaxToN, Pa., January 28

More Maodest.

ZoroNa,

Knicker—-Doaa he hitch hia wagen to a
atar?
Hocker—No, he hitchea his sled to a
wagnn
Instance.

Cireat slze will not bhring gladness
Does 1t not rome to pass

An freberg makes less tinkle
Than pleces in a glass®

and the difficulties attending It make
necessary the laying aside of every
welght ?

Will the proposed merchant fleet,
after necessary repairs fitting it for
general use of American trade, be
worth the outlay, granted of course

IWAGNER TETRALOGY
BEGUN AT OPERA

“Das Rheingold™ Given With
Excellent Ensemble ot
sSpecial Matinee,

SEMBACH A GOOD  Loup

The annual performanca of "1 feg
dea Nibelungen' “wegan at the Metrapa).
tan Opera House yesterdus  afters ;
when *“Das Rbheingold™ had iis zle
yeurly repregentation It i= ynfortuna‘e

that the Nibelung series cannot be pivey
with some continuity. The meg
the consecutive dramis by a
terval each time defeats Wagne Iiipe
poses and destroya his flluston=.  Hut s
Metropolitan = afMicted by condtong
which cannot easily be removed, 1y t
the operation would be fatal

W

Hencs

hear “Das Rhelngold” but once 15 4
winter, while repetitions of the othep
three dramas are scattered through a
procession of “Aldas,” "Carm 1 Ma
nons' and thely dred
In &uch clreumstances (it is e

creditable to the persons concerne n
the preparation of the “"Hing perfor.
mances that “Das Rhelngold shouid e
given 80 admirably as it was Yesterday,
The defecte were few and did not arpl.
ously mar the performance There way
too much noles during the course «f tig
change from the fArst scene 1o the mecs
ond Howsver, there nearly alwaye 19,
and 1 was at this pont that Wignsp
clected to write some of hle gentlest and

maost nestiration
There

lon ax 1o

transpiarent or
may be some differences of opine
the employment of steam to
hide the supposedly magleal disappesrs
ances of Alberich In the second sconey
but there cannot ba any question that the
moment he has accomplished his disap.
pearance the steam should be shut of,
This was not always the case yeaterday,
Nuturally the rainbow In the final scens
showed signs of uncertainty when firet
exhibited; it wulways does something
erratic. Furthermore it thrust its glori-
fied span across the valley of the Ihine
while yet the Slebengebirge wers wrapp-d
In the black gloom of a thunder storm,
It takes sunlight to make a rainbow in
most countries

Axfde form thesa items the Ecenic gard
of the difficuit musc drama was ex.
cellent and + lHghting effects wers wall

managed The stage managemoent was
gsuch that tha action of tne pury moved
with smoothness and the se of pice
tures devised by Wagner had ull the

tHusory atmosphere attainable in the tha.
atre,

Seldom too has the prologue had h
a well balunced cast Among the prin-
ipal roles only Mr. Sembuch’'s Lage wan

new, and its digcovery was one of the (1.

spiriting elements of the repregentation
To achieve a nrge measure of success
on the stage which has known the twao
greatest Loges of the world, those of
Heinrich Vogl and Ernest Van Dyck, (s
Httle short of a triumph, Mg S8embach's
impersonation will certainly not  take
runk with either of those mentionesd, bt
it must not be excluded from thelr
glon of artistic endeavor,

Intelligent grasp of the significancs of
the purt, no small measure of the p!
ticity essentinl to the fusion of hix |
sonality with that of the elusive nd
sinuous spirit of fire, a tolerably moh!la
face capahle of publishing much « he

keen and rapid thinking of the character,
ind poses and gestures, conventio ta
the role indeed, but skilfully emy -‘u 1

united with judgme
qualities and

1t In the use o/ tonal
craft In the declamation
of the dialogue. 1ot It he added that M
Sembach also imparted to Loge's |

passages & higher musleal Tue 1
impersonators of this part usually g
The comparatively extended record
the tenor's impersonation is given for t'.

-

good reason that with an incompete
Loge any performance of “"Das Hhu
gold,"” perfect in nll other respects, n
fadl Loge 18 the deur ex machina of thix

drama, the master hand wheih pulls ¢!
strings of fate attached to the helplass
goils He must always convey the {llu-
slon  of intellectual domination of the
scent

All the
well done The
delizht over the
Goritz's Alberich,

other {mportant

memory

pPArts wers
lingeras with
tragiec Intensity of r
the never falling cu

ning of Mr. Relas's exposition of the craft
and cowardice of Mime, the solld strength
of Mr. Braun's Watan, the musical beauty
of Mme. Matzenauer's Fricka, the clear
and firm outlines of Mr. Ruvsdael's Faf
ner, and the dignity of Mme. Oher's Erdn
The three Rhine maldens, too, were ad-
mirable, Thoy were Miss Sparkes, Miss
Schumann and Mme. Obher. To complets
I'the record, Mr. Middleton was the [ion
ner, Mr. Althouse the Froh, Mr. Wither-
spoon the Fasolt and Miss Curtis the
Freia.,

Mr., Hertz, who wasa received with long
continued applause, conductad the worlk
At no recent performance under his baton
has there heen such a nice adjustment of
the balance of tone. The brilliancy and
pictorinl significance of the score were
brought out without any obscuration of
the voeal parts, and the templ wers such
a8 to give to each scene clearnesa and
definitenesa together with appropriite
movement, The orchestra played with
beauty of tone and finish of technic
The audience crowded the houss and largs
numbers stpod through the one long act
of which the work consists. Thus the
presentation of the “Ring' serles hegan
with artistic success and abundant public
interest,

ANTI-SU FFRAGIST CONCERT.

Fremch and (.rrl-lll Songs Glven at
Mra, Bartlett's Home,

A concert under the auspices of tha
Now York State Associntion O 10
Woman Suffrage was held last | 4
nt the home of Mre, W. Allen t
40 West Sixty-seventh street. Mre Fithsl
| Stewart Elllot sang French and German

Jsongs and George Halprin, planist, plad el

I compositions of Chopin and 1.iszt

Some of thoss present weis M n
Aymar Sands, Mre, John Ames Mol
Mra, Henry Seligman, Mrs. Fia
Seott, Mre, Edward 8 Harkpess
Clinton CHibert, Mrs Aethur M Db
and Mre. Lucien . Tyng

dlculogs e s a crude and suspiclous Paul Draper's Necitnl
excrescence on a very natural and un- VAl Tivavar (RBAr Ehve th |
derstandable hody of German thought and |, 4" .'L" l'._"':lf‘ It‘L . s
IF'\""’“"T‘H‘ B 1.J 4 .“-‘.:m' H '!;‘Ido\} ill.'!-..'llu.m ut ) "-"

Gnear Knis, f . January 2 He had 8 mood mized audie

Spm— - S——— seemed to much enjoy h

The Troly Neutral Puper Diseovered, | Mr. Draper sung  with espo

To THe Lormor oF THE Sus—8ir: :il‘:""', “;"' SonRy by BAch. 'l"‘ e 1
A club vesterday 1 met Major Schwarz- ..;‘:“ll l:'“"; ""':‘_':'f."f.'“ "!:' bose -
hrod (not his name), formerly of the Ger- “ 'T “.."‘ 0} MY i II'.“ :
man army, and asked him this question| J¢! Wil Au Den Himmel Denka
with earnestness and sincerity : nh'nn obligato) "”",'_r BONES “,'

“Major, 1 have read a number of by Moussorgskl, the “Lieder ur

dea Todes” and six of Schuma

Included *Der Knabe n dem

horn” and “Der Hu.m\!'

BIG TRY FOR STEVENS TO-DAY

Workers Will \tlrmpl to Complete
Fand by 1 I'. M.

Thoe velunteer workers in the Steven9
Institute of Technology campa.gn e
ported $4.6256 at vesterdav's luncheo
tha Machinery Club, which mudes 11e

grand total $1,101,085 Included in *'#
I(Iaj-"a report wias a contribution of 30/ 0
from the John A. NMoebling & Hons ' 7
pany of 121 Liberty strest

Chalrman  Walter Kidde urged "¢
workera to do their utmost to com;#ie

the fund by 1 o'clovk this afternoon, = a0
|the wvolunteers are (0 mesl again & the
| Machinery Club,

!




